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Mayor’s message
Cr Kirsten Langford

Over the past month, I've had the opportunity
to connect with many of the people, places and
projects that make Whitehorse such a vibrant,
creative and welcoming community.

| recently caught up with artist and curator

Rona Green (pictured) to explore Irrepressible:
Exchanging ideas through printmaking at
Whitehorse Artspace in Box Hill. The exhibition
was a tremendous success, showcasing the
imaginative work of 53 Victorian artists specialising
in relief printmaking. It was wonderful to see
such a diverse collection of works on display

and to celebrate the important role local galleries
and creative spaces play in bringing people
together and supporting Victoria's thriving

arts community.

It was also fantastic to attend the first Box Hill
Hawks game back at the newly refurbished Box
Hill City Oval. The upgraded oval now features

a brand-new playing surface, new cricket training
nets and a synthetic exercise track around the
perimeter. Improvements to the South Pavilion
are already benefiting players, clubs and visitors,
while work continues on the new West Pavilion
and lighting upgrades.

I'm also proud to have personally welcomed more
than 500 residents as new Australian citizens so far

Vermont East streetscape
works on track

Drainage, concrete kerbing and 2-toned
exposed aggregate concrete footpath have
been constructed. Improvements to car
parking, furniture and landscaping will follow
with work on track for completion by the
end of June.

Despite some impacts to parking, local
businesses in this area remain open and we
encourage you to support them during this time.
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Mayor Cr Kristen Langford with artist and curator Rona Green.

this year. Citizenship ceremonies are always among
the most meaningful events | attend as Mayor,

as we celebrate people from many different cultural
backgrounds choosing to make Whitehorse, and
Australia, their home. It is a privilege to share this
important milestone with new citizens, their families
and friends, and to reflect the rich multicultural
identity that makes our community so welcoming
and diverse.

Smoother roads for
Blackburn North residents

Recently completed resurfacing works
on some of Springfield Road in Blackburn
North are helping improve the condition
and longevity of this important local

road connection.

Delivered as part of Council’'s annual road
maintenance program, the works included
repairing particular sections of the road
surface and laying new asphalt.

First bounce at
a hew-look
Box Hill City Oval

Box Hill City Oval was reopened in May for the
first home game of the Box Hill Hawks 2026
VFL and VFLW season.

The milestone marks the return to home turf
following months of major redevelopment works,
with players and umpires stepping onto a brand-
new playing surface and upgraded amenities
within the refurbished South Pavilion.

The improvements include a new first aid room
and warm-up area, flexible change rooms to
support gender-inclusive participation, and
refurbished function spaces and bar facilities.

The new-look precinct also includes new cricket training
nets and a synthetic exercise track around the oval.

Pavilion progress

Construction is progressing across 3 major
pavilion redevelopments across Whitehorse,
delivering modern, accessible spaces and facilities
to support a wide range of users

in the community:

= Mirrabooka Reserve Pavilion in Blackburn South

= Vermont Reserve Pavilion Redevelopment
(pictured)

= Fast Burwood Reserve South Pavilion

The projects have been shaped through
consultation with local communities and sporting
clubs, with a focus on sustainability

and delivering long-term community benefits.

Work continues on the new 2-storey West Pavilion,
with completion expected mid-2027, alongside

a lighting upgrade that will deliver improved
energy efficiency and higher lighting quality.

Once finished, the West Pavilion will include tiered
undercover seating, multi-purpose indoor and
outdoor spaces, player amenities for training and
match day, and dedicated administration areas.

The Box Hill City Oval project is being funded
by Council in partnership with the Australian
and Victorian governments.

We encourage you to come down and check out
the new oval — whether you're playing or cheering
on the footy or cricket, looking for a space for your
next function or just keen to get active outdoors.

Read more: whitehorse.vic.gov.au/
about-council/major-projects-
and-works/box-hill-oval
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YOUTH

2026 ResourceSmart

Schools Awards —
Box Hill High

Do you need support to
understand My Aged Care?

Join this discussion to learn about:

= My Aged Care services to support

living at home Whitehorse Aged Care Congratulations to Box Hill High for being
* how to obtain a My Aged Care assessment C t E announced as a finalist in the 2026 ResourceSmart
= how to connect to services ommunity EXpoO .Schools.Awards.. The sc_hool was recognised for
. . . ) its creative and innovative approach to addressing
* any questions you have about My Aged Care This expo will bring together local aged sustainability in lesson plans, units of work or
care providers and support services, helping school-wide curriculum '
Where: Kerrimuir Neighbourhood House residents explore options for healthy ageing - i . _
When: Tuesday 16 June, 11am to 12pm and future planning_ Box Hill ngh IS .Orle of 10 schools in Whitehorse
Learn about in-home care, residential aged that participate in ResourceSmart Schools -
Where: Forest Hill Community Space - sl _ Sustainability Victoria's free program. Together ek | e e R e U e e T
(Whitehorse Churches Care) care, health services, financial planning and they have made an incredible impact including eI egzh yegr q P ?

more in a welcoming environment.

yen: Wednesday 7 Jung, 1oso0am to epm A el EES e = diverted 36 shipping containers of waste
Wednesday 9 September, 10.30am to 12pm When: Tuesday 30 June, 10am to 1pm » saved more than $1.1 million on utility bills o el
Where: Vermont South Librar Where: Nunawading Community Hub . .

_ Y 96-106 Springvale Road, Nunawading * reduced carbon emissions equivalent to The awards are Victoria's largest sustainability
When: Monday 27 July, 11am to 12pm Cost: F ictrati ired removing 937 petrol-powered cars from the celebration for primary and secondary school
via phone 9262 6333 or email : events.humanitix.com/ = saved 6 Olympic-sized swimming pools We wish Box Hill High all the best ahead of the
connectandsupport@whitehorse.vic.gov.au whitehorse-aged-care- of water awards event on Thursday 11 June at the MCG.

community-expo

Planet Ark's Community Conversation: -
National Tree Day Nutritious and sustainable Empowerlng young

Join us to help plant trees and contribute to local food access solution people to Sha pe
, healthier fut f ity. = =
2 greenet, heatiier THITe for otr communtyy Hear how local communities are strengthening thel rcommun |ty

B:E;?E;g?:;i;?e”gt;‘;?/pe?]r:]z r?girng Lrban their food system, share innovative ideas and

o . . look at opportunities for Whitehorse. i i
edferdly, e CUr U e, encouraged to speak Up, share idens and help

and working towards our goal. O.f nereasing When: Thursday 25 June at 2pm shape the future of their community through the
canopy cover across the municipality. Where: Webinar growing Whitehorse Youth Voice initiative.

When: Sunday 26 July Cost: Free, registrations required Whitehorse Youth Voice gives young people aged
Where: Cootamundra Walk East More information: 12 to 25 the opportunity to share ideas, provide
More information: Find a local site and register communitywellbeing@ feedback and contribute to projects, programs
whitehorse.vic.gov.au/national-tree-day whitehorse.vic.gov.au and services that matter to them. Between January

and March 2026, the initiative connected with
61 young people and engaged 36 participants
across 2 Whitehorse Youth Voice meetings.

Young people shared ideas on making information
more accessible and engaging, improving
representation in library collections, and creating
more affordable and inclusive activities for

young people. Young people interested in joining Whitehorse
Youth Voice can email:

The initiative is also creating leadership opportunities,
with a youth-led newsletter currently being youth.worker@whitehorse.vic.gov.au or contact
developed in partnership with Council teams. the Youth Connexions team on 8873 9140.

4 June/July 2026 whitehorsevic.gov.au 5



SUSTAINABILITY

Thinking about swapping to
reusable products at home?

Plastic Free July

Plastic Free July™ is a simple way to cut down on
single-use plastics and build everyday low-waste
habits at home, at work and on the go. Join the
challenge online or take part in one of the free
events we are hosting to help you get started.

Whitehorse residents can access support to

make the switch easier, with Council expanding
its reusable period product and cloth nappy -
program to include reusable continence aids.

Disposable nappies, period products and continence

Tuesday 14 July: items (pictured) create a significant amount of
Navigating the low-waste cleaning world household waste. By switching to reusable options,

. even just some of the time, households can reduce ) ,
Friday 24 July: Reusable products are designed to be practical,

what goes to landfill while also saving money on

Waste-wise library storytime .
ongoing costs.

comfortable and long-lasting, helping make
sustainable choices more affordable
EYEEE
A

Saturday 25 July:

To help with the upfront expense, eligible residents
Low-waste gardening P P P g

can access subsidised reusable products through the
program. The expanded initiative supports residents

and accessible for the community.

Find out more:
Join a session, try a small swap and be part of

Electric Vehicles 101:
Smarter driving and lower bills

Thinking about making the switch to an
electric vehicle? Join EV expert Bryce Gaton
from EV Choice and local EV owners to learn
what it's really like to own and drive an EV.

Learn how EVs can help reduce household fuel
and maintenance costs, when it makes sense to
buy one, and how to choose a model that suits
your lifestyle and daily needs. Whether you're
ready to buy or simply curious, this session will
help you make a more informed decision about
going electric.

When: Saturday 18 July,
10.30am to 12pm

Where: Nunawading Library
Cost: Free, registration required,

events.humanitix.com/ E E

electric-vehicles-101-smarter-

driving-and-lower-bills E
June/July 2026

a cleaner, more sustainable Whitehorse.

Explore all our Plastic Free July events:
whitehorse.vic.gov.au/sustainable-whitehorse

Composting made simple!

Want to get better at composting but not sure
where to start? Join Compost Revolution

for a hands-on workshop and learn how to
turn your food scraps and garden waste into
nutrient-rich compost for your garden.

This practical session will cover the basics of
composting, different composting systems
and simple troubleshooting tips to help

you compost with confidence at home.
There'll also be plenty of time to ask questions
and get advice tailored to your setup.
Attendees will also receive composting
vouchers to help get started.

When: Saturday 13 June 2026,
3pm to 4.30pm

Where: Strathdon House & Orchard Precinct
Cost: S7, registration required, E E
creativewhitehorse.vic.gov.au/ -

whats-on/composting-
made-simple

at every stage of life, from families with young
children to people managing continence needs.

Are you recycling right?
{RHB L3R 54 3 1 Bl RO B RAR 7 152

Have you ever asked yourself, “Which bin does this go in?”
Or wondered where to put soft plastics, containers or glass bottles?

Learn what goes in each bin: recyclemate.com.au

Type in an item or upload a photo to find out whether it belongs
in your kerbside recycling, garbage or food and garden organics bin!

whitehorse.vic.gov.au/
nappy-period-products-program

Batteries and

e-waste do
not belong
in any bin.

whitehorse.vic.gov.au
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COUNCILLOR UPDATES

Kingsley Ward
Cr Kirsten Langford
Mayor

n Cr Kirsten Langford
crkirstenlangford
0423 445 390

Kirsten.Langford@whitehorse.vic.gov.au

Connecting with the community
has been a priority over the last
month with “Meet the Mayor”
listening posts in Mont Albert
and Blackburn.

Cootamundra Ward
Cr Kieran Simpson

Deputy Mayor ,,.’

n @crkieransimpson
0431 486 849

Kieran.Simpson@whitehorse.vic.gov.au

Every year the budget process
gives Councillors the opportunity
to look at what's working, what
is not, and where ratepayer
dollars can be better spent.

In the draft budget, a couple of
waste management proposals
stand out as genuinely good
news for residents.

First, the purple glass bin.
Council has decided to defer
its rollout, and as Chair of the
Environment and Sustainability
Advisory Committee | believe
it is the right decision.

The glass bin was locked in
before the Container Deposit
Scheme started. Since the
CDS launched, it has been a

June/July 2026

At the Mont Albert listening post
(see photo) topics discussed
included:

= |t was rewarding to hear the
support of Kingsley Ward
locals on the purchase of 383-
387 Mont Albert Rd for much
needed open space. The new
open space will be completed
in the 2026/27 financial year.

= Satisfaction that there are
allocated funds for new
drainage and enhanced
streetscape for Hamilton
Street, Mont Albert in the
2026/27 budget.

= Overwhelming support for
the deferral of the glass
purple bin with majority of
constituents saying they do
not want a 4th bin.

It was terrific to visit the Repair
Café at Strathdon House and
meet the many volunteers who
help people repair all sorts of
things: clothing, whitegoods,

remarkable success, diverting
tonnes of containers — glass in
particular — away from rubbish
and co-mingled recycling bins.
Residents have embraced it
enthusiastically and the data
speaks for itself.

The results from councils that
have already rolled out the
purple bin tell the story: very few
households are actually putting

it out. And when they do, the
bins are rarely full. That means
trucks are doing full rounds to
collect bins that are largely empty
— burning diesel at a cost, both
financially and environmentally.
With diesel prices where they are,
and likely to remain, this is not

a situation that improves in the
short-medium term.

Council is part of a coalition that
believes the smarter path forward
is to invest in expanding the
Container Deposit Scheme rather
than duplicating infrastructure
that is, by the evidence, already

tools, kids' toys, bikes and
more. It is a great way to keep
your things working and usable
in a sustainable way. They also
provide coffee and morning tea.
The Repair Café is open to all
on the second Saturday every
month from 10am to 2pm and
best of all its free!

Box Hill City Oval is open again
and it was terrific to see the

Box Hill Hawks win their first
home game on the new ground.
The Council staff have done a
wonderful job overseeing the
upgrade of the Southern Pavillon
and the new playing surface and
nets on the oval. Still to come is
the Western Pavillion which will
open next year.

Works have also been
completed on the extended
decking at Mont Albert Reserve.

underperforming in other areas.

The second piece of good news
flows from the first. Because

the budgeted cost of waste

and recycling services for the
coming financial year is less
than what was budgeted in the
previous year, there will be a
reduction in the waste service
charge. The waste service charge
continues to reflect the real cost
of providing these services, and
the charges are not used for any
other purpose. That is fiscally
responsible governance.

These may seem like small details
in a large budget document.

But they reflect the kind of
evidence-based decision-making
that | committed to deliver and

| hope the State Government
agrees to, at the least, make the
glass bin optional.

If | can assist in any way, feel free
to contact me via email, phone,
or Facebook @crkieransimpson.

Eley Ward
Cr Daniel Griffiths

0431 486 455 SAd

Daniel Griffiths@whitehorse.vic.gov.au

“Daniel, help me get out

of this unfair parking fine".
No matter the reason,

the law prohibits councillors
from getting involved with
parking infringements.

“My nature strip tree is
dangerous, do something”.
Council has a team of
arborists that assess trees
against Council policies.

A recent case in Burwood
East led to tree removal for
blocking path access.

“Please get someone out to
mow the long grass in the park”.
Reserves are mowed every 28
days (weather-dependent).
Councillors cannot direct
Council staff, so all operational
matters are referred to the
Council’'s CEO for action.

Elgar Ward
Cr Blair Barker

n crblairbarker
0459 857 280

Blair.Barker@whitehorse.vic.gov.au

'h i -'.'..-- -
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Thank you for providing me
with the great privilege of
representing you. None of the
progress we are making would
be possible without your ideas.

“Can | have a ‘pickup your
dog poo’ sign stenciled near
Highbury Park?” Yes.

Public open space. In response
to community Budget feedback
regarding the significant

Open Space Fund (~$70m),
Council is shifting towards

a more proactive strategy

for land acquisition. We are
now more actively identifying
and pursuing strategic land
purchases to ensure these
developer-contributed funds
are directly reinvested into
expanding our public parkland.

Transparency. Council will
now systematically review and
release confidential reports
once commercial sensitivities
have passed — such as those
involved in land negotiations.
This ensures residents are kept
informed while still protecting
the community’'s financial
interests during active deals.

| am pleased to say we're
continuing to innovate to
improve services and facilities
while keeping costs contained.
Ideas and innovations started in
the Elgar Ward are rolling out
to other parts of the city; | am
thankful to have been supported
by other Councillors, the CEO
Mr McMillan and other staff
willing to ‘push the envelope'.

= |t's pleasing to report, that
subject to the budget passing,
the price of a swim for locals
that have a concession card
visiting an aquatic centre
during off-peak hours will
nearly halve. Making sure
everyone gets a fair go and
increasing the usage of our
pools in the less busy hours
is a win we can be proud of.

= Despite the impact of the
Big Build projects, we are
improving the liveability of the
area, and | am confident we
can continue this trend.

What's on?

Wurundjeri Walk Group Planting.
Join a community planting
session 27 June, 10am,

Orchard Grove carpark.

Coffee with your councillor
Join me Sat 18th July, 10am
Burwood Brickworks (near
Woolworths) or 1pm Burwood
One (near Coles).

Avenue Neighbourhood House
at Eley:

(1) Annual Art Competition
Exhibition open 13-25 July
(Mon-Sat),

(2) Sleeping Star Productions
This local youth drama group
(ages 7-14) will perform Mary
Poppins Jr on 17 and 18 July.

(3) Makers Market: Sat 20th June

= Local parks are improving
with more trees, solar lights
and sensor lights that enable
more people to be more
active more often.

» | am also pleased that, despite
economic challenges and
rising fuel costs, the budget’s
expected average rate rise of
2.75% remains, as promised,
below inflation.

= Thank you for your efforts,
for sharing your ideas and
giving me this amazing
privilege.

Please say hi if you see me and
Paddy (pictured) out and about.

whitehorse.vic.gov.au



COUNCILLOR UPDATES

Lake Ward
Cr Hayley Weller

0431486 836

Hayley.Weller@awhitehorse.vic.gov.au

| am delighted to be chairing
the Whitehorse Disability
Advisory Committee (WDAC)
this year. The WDAC plays

an important role in advising
Council on how we can remove
systemic, structural, cultural
and social barriers that affect
people with disability in

our community.

Council has recently appointed
15 community members

to the Committee, including
people with disability, carers
and family members, and
representatives from local
organisations. Their lived
experience and expertise
ensure our work is grounded

in what truly matters.

A major focus for the WDAC
this year is the development
and implementation of the

Mahoneys Ward
Cr Jason Martin

0431 486 973 b |

Jason.Martin@whitehorse.vic.gov.au

Having an open mind and

a sense of curiosity are two
qualities | believe are essential
to being an effective local
councillor and achieving
positive outcomes for our
community.

In May, | attended a feedback
session for the Mahoney's
Reserve Masterplan and had

the opportunity to meet

with many residents and
stakeholders. As our community
continues to grow, it is vital

we maximise the potential

of community assets such

as Mahoney's Reserve.

During the engagement session,
| spoke with residents about

several key issues including

the need for modern sporting

facilities to support the growing
participation in female sport,

10 June/July 2026

Disability Action Plan 2026—
2030 (DAP). This Plan outlines
Council's commitment to
creating an inclusive
municipality where people
with disability experience
belonging, independence

and full participation in
community life. It has

been shaped by extensive
community engagement,
legislative requirements under
the Commonwealth Disability
Discrimination Act 1992 and the
Victorian Disability Act 2006,
and best practice research.

It also aligns with Council's
Integrated Council Plan.

The DAP identifies
5 priority areas:

» Improving access to goods,
services and programs

» Enhancing the built
environment

» Reducing employment
barriers

fencing adjacent to
neighbouring properties,
proposed off-leash dog areas,

and parking and traffic concerns.

The feedback and conversations
were positive and valuable to
me as your local councillor.

A number of residents also
raised concerns regarding
community safety in the

area. | will be discussing

these matters with the newly
formed Whitehorse Community
Safety Committee and Victoria
Police. Council can play

a role in improving safety
within public spaces through
urban design, improved
lighting, and encouraging
greater community activation
of parks and reserves.

In planning matters, | continue
to see a gap in community
awareness regarding Victorian
Government planning reforms.
Terms such as deemed-to-
comply standards, low-rise
and mid-rise housing codes,

= |ncreasing community
participation

= Addressing discriminatory
attitudes

The Plan adopts a human rights
and social model of disability,
emphasising universal design,
accessible communication,
meaningful engagement and
strong partnerships. Actions
include improving accessible
information, reviewing services,
expanding inclusive programs,
enhancing public spaces,
advocating for accessible
transport, strengthening
inclusive employment pathways
and delivering disability
awareness training.

The DAP uses an outcomes
framework focused on access,
participation, influence and
respect, supported by 6
Conditions for Inclusion.

The Plan is anticipated to be
considered by Council in June.

and activity centre programs
are becoming common.

As our city grows, | will continue
advocating for best-practice
planning outcomes from a

local government perspective.

It is important both local and
State governments clearly
communicate these changes

to the community.

Major events during May also
included the opening of the
basketball courts on the top-
level car park at Forest Hill
Chase. These courts are an
innovative solution helping
meet increasing demand

for basketball and other
indoor sports.

On Sunday 31 May, | participated
in a Park Run to help raise

funds for cancer support

and the Royal Children'’s
Hospital Foundation.

Simpson Ward
Cr Prue Cutts

3 @councillorpruecutts
0409 867 540

Prue Cutts@whitehorse.vic.gov.au

1 oS
E

Thank you to Mitcham resident Thea
for her suggestion for a water fountain
in Somers Trail, Mitcham.

Many important projects and
improvements were delivered
across Simpson Ward during
2025-26, helping make our
community safer, more
accessible and more enjoyable
for people of all ages.

Sparks Ward
Cr Peter Allan

0423 504 325

Peter.Allan@whitehorse.vic.gov.au

The 2026/2027 Annual
Council Budget has virtually
been finalised, at time of
publication, and the Council's
overall rate rise is 2.75%

in keeping with the State
Government's rate cap.
Council has no borrowings.
The operational budget
provides $194 million for the
delivery of services and

$85 million in capital works.

Council will continue to deliver
the Whitehorse Integrated
Council Plan 2025-2029 in

its second year.

Both Council and | will
continue to advocate

for partnerships with the
State Government for the
construction of the new
Surrey Park Sporting and

= Council successfully advocated
to the Department of Transport
and Planning for speed limits to
be reduced along Whitehorse
and Deep Creek roads,
including a 40 km/h school-
time speed limit near Antonio
Park Primary School, improving
safety for students, families and
the wider community.

= Vermont Reserve Pavilion is
progressing towards practical
completion in late June,
featuring a new pavilion wing
with 4 female-friendly change
rooms, umpire rooms and
a medical room.

= Accessibility improvements
were delivered at Rangeview
shops, including lowered
footpaths near the pedestrian
crossing to assist people using
walkers and mobility aids,
along with improved disabled
parking arrangements in the
eastern car park.

Community Pavilion, with
a possible cost of $13 million.

Council also continues to
advocate for the former '‘Box
Hill Brickworks' site (formerly
Standard Brickworks) to be
rehabilitated and turned

into open space. The State
Government should assist
Council to acquire the 7ha site
and eventually make it open
space for the whole community.
The amount of proposed

very high density dwellings
and towers planned for Box
Hill almost requires the State
Government to step up to the

plate for the Box Hill community.

Council could also assist.

Council is very much awaiting
the public release of the
Suburban Rail Loop Panel
Report, which has been
submitted to the Minister

for Planning by the Panelin
February. This has followed
months of submissions and
hearings from Council and
the community in 2025.

= Purches Street resurfacing
works were completed
between Denis Street, Vermont,
and Kulnine Street, Mitcham.

= New outdoor fithess
equipment is being installed
at Somers Trail, Mitcham,
near the Chasta Crescent
playground on the former
scout hall site.

» The Vermont East shopping
strip upgrade continues to
progress well, improving
accessibility and supporting
local businesses ahead of
completion in late June.
Please support these
businesses at this time
of significant disruption.

» Detailed design work was
completed for new indented
parking outside the 1st
Heatherdale Scout Hall
in Purches Street, Mitcham,
with construction scheduled
for 2026-27.

We need its release to provide
certainty on future development
in Box Hill.

Council is also looking at
establishing better indoor sports
facilities and a possible new
table tennis facility within the
city and has been consulting
the relevant sporting clubs and
bodies for input. Council has
recently provided an update on
its Open Space Strategy and is
updating its Housing Strategy.

The establishment of the
proposed Chinese Community
and Cultural Centre in Box Hill
is continuing in its early stages
and hopefully will get support
from the State and Federal
governments in regards to the
feasibiltiy study, which will look
at site options, community
needs, governance models,
financial sustainability and
concept design for the Centre.

Please feel free to contact me
on the above matters and any
Council issue by email or mobile.

whitehorse.vic.gov.au
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COUNCILLOR UPDATES

Terrara Ward
Cr Jarrod Gunn

3 jarrodgunnforterrara “
0431487 348

Jarrod.Gunn@whitehorse.vic.gov.au

A number of improvements

to Terrara Park are nearing
completion, making this
much-loved community asset
available more often for more
users. Motion detection lighting
has uplifted use of the space

of an evening, resulting in
increased passive activity and
safety outside of club use.

Walker Ward
Cr Ben Stennett

0448 375 937 ‘-'

Ben.Stennett@whitehorse.vic.gov.au

As we move into the middle of
the year, it's encouraging to see a
number of important community
projects and initiatives
continuing to progress across
Walker Ward and throughout
City of Whitehorse.

One of the most significant
occasions in recent months

was attending the ANZAC Day
service at Halliday Park, where

| had the honour of laying a
wreath on behalf of Council.

It was wonderful to see veterans,
families, schools and community
members come together to

pay tribute to those who have
served our country. The strong
attendance reflected the deep
respect our community continues
to hold for the ANZAC spirit.

12 June/July 2026

The perimeter walking track
(pictured) has also resulted

in increased use of otherwise
underutilised areas of the park
and has created a safer (and less
wet!) walking experience for all.
Keep a look out as next steps
will be for improvements to

the playground and active play
space. Similar lighting upgrades
are underway at Billabong Park,
while play space upgrades

to Tyrol Park will commence
construction later in 2026.

Council officers and contractors
have also been busy at

East Burwood Reserve with
velodrome upgrades, while the
redevelopment of the south
pavilion, cricket nets and internal
road access is also underway.

| am pleased to advise of
proposed changes to Council's
Tree Management Policy

(for trees on Council land).
Many residents have been
calling out for greater flexibility

I've also continued my
involvement across several
Council committees,

including serving as Chair of
the Whitehorse Sports and
Recreation Committee and
Deputy Chair of the Environment
and Sustainability Committee.
These committees play an
important role in helping shape
Council's priorities around
active recreation, sporting
participation, environmental
sustainability and open

space planning.

Locally, I've continued advocating
for a number of important
improvements within Walker
Ward. This includes progressing
plans for weather protection
infrastructure for cafes and
restaurants at Britannia Mall

in Mitcham to help support
local traders and create

a more welcoming outdoor
dining environment.

and | am grateful that
officers have responded with
some amendments that will
go out for consultation soon.

Speaking of trees, | am loving
the colours of the leaves as

we enter winter, signifying the
constant of change and renewal.
Just beautiful.

My door knocking has slowed
down due to weather and work
commitments, but | intend

to get across the entire ward
throughout 2026 — | hope

to speak with you soon.

As always, if you have any
concerns or ideas | would love
to hear from you.

Reach out via my contact details
or follow me on Facebook for
more regular updates.

Work is also continuing to finalise
the Walker Park Master Plan,
helping guide future improvements
for this important community
sporting precinct. In addition,
Council has now adopted the
Master Plan for Charles Rooks
Reserve and Dagola Reserve.
The Plan includes several exciting
initiatives, including a large new
playspace, a half basketball

court, and consultation with the
community on proposed BMX
pump track facilities and pathway
lighting through the reserves.

The proposed 2026/27 Council
budget includes continued
investment in local infrastructure,
parks, roads and community
facilities, including funding towards
waterproofing works

at the Walker Park Grandstand.

As always, | encourage residents
to reach out with ideas, concerns
or feedback about local issues.

| look forward to continuing to
work with the community over
the coming months.

Wattle Ward
Cr Andrew Davenport

0407 652 145 [ 1

Andrew.Davenport@whitehorse.vic.gov.au
Matsudo Week

On 15 May 2026, | attended

the Boite Voice of the Earth
concert to celebrate Whitehorse
Matsudo Week. This year marked
the 55th anniversary of the

sister city relationship between
Whitehorse and Matsudo.

The Boite presents a number of
concerts throughout the year;
for details, visit boite.com.au

National Tree Day

On 26 July 2026, Whitehorse
will conduct planting at
Cootamundra Walk East as
part of National Tree Day.

If you would like to register to
attend, please visit
whitehorse.vic.gov.au/
national-tree-day

Council meetings

All meetings are open to
the public and are held in
the Council Chamber at the
Whitehorse Civic Centre.
Meetings are also live
streamed at webcast.
whitehorse.vic.gov.au

Next meetings

= Monday 1 June 2026

= Monday 22 June 2026
= Monday 13 July 2026

= Monday 3 August 2026

Search ‘Council meetings’ on
Council's website for agendas,
minutes and more information.

To read updates from our
Councillors online, scan the
QR code.

The views expressed are those of individual
Councillors and do not necessarily

reflect Council policy or the

views of Council as a whole. [®] &8 ]
Our Councillors have been elected

to serve until October 2028. [=

Single Day Residential
Parking Permit

There are a number of areas
within Wattle Ward that have
30-minute parking restrictions.
Some residents have told me
they would like the ability to
host visitors at their property

for more than 30 minutes when
a residential parking permit

is not available. Council is
currently considering a single-day
residential parking permit

to respond to these challenges.
The first round of community
consultation has now been
completed and feedback received
is currently being considered

as part of development of the
draft plan. A second round of
consultation on the draft plan is
expected to commence shortly,
providing the community with
a further opportunity to review
and provide feedback before
the plan is finalised.

Please visit yoursay.whitehorse.
vic.gov.au/permit-parking

Box Hill City Oval

On 16 May 2026, | attended

Box Hill City Oval to see the

first VFL match following the
refurbishment of the oval

and the Southern Pavilion. The
western pavilion construction

is well underway, and | look
forward to its completion, which
will provide more opportunities
for community groups to access
high-quality facilities.

Melbourne Loong
Football Club

On 10 May 2026, | participated
in a Melbourne Loong Football
Club community training
session. Melbourne Loong plays
a modified version of AFL called
AFL Nines, which features no
tackling, a shorter game format,
and a smaller rectangular pitch.
It is designed to be a more
social game. | look forward

to seeing the results of the
upcoming competition.

Ready to have your say?

Visit our Your Say webpage to see what is
currently open for your input and discover how
you can help shape your community’s future:
yoursay.whitehorse.vic.gov.au

EYC[E
z
m
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BUSINESSES

Business Permit
Support Service
helps bring local
café dream to life

Café Kahvila opens in Box Hill North. and expanding businesses. With the proposal

Our new Advisory .
CO mmittee mem be IS with a cop In August last year, Keegan and Lor contacted TERUIRG (UL e SEVETE regUEHon TE s,

Council's Business Support Service with an our Business Support Advisor helped coordinate

We are proud to welcome our newest Advisory Committee members, Events such as Coffee with exciting idea to open their own café in Box e prosess anel gultle e euiness Ueuel

who will help ensure Council decisions are informed by lived a Cop create opportunities Hill North. After several years working in the D SR,

experience, specialist knowledge and strong community connections. [)ortcommunlty cotnr;_ecnon IT industry, Keegan had a vision to open a Café Kahvila officially opened its doors in

This year also marks the introduction of the new Multicultural Advisory frir\;v?/eisgt(r)e;grepsoei?cg e caf;: featu.rmg a :ifellaouz rangcﬁ ?f SaleWIChes Febtru??;]aan haHs.ﬁu,\llegl SECENIE qtvalued

Committee, creating an important platform to strengthen cultural Crime Stoppers, 22uri;n:izrlmn?ecdoienetes' made with tocally \F/)\?er vash f?eeozn ;nd OL:)reCec\)/:rmlthTégéss ac

inclusion, elevate diverse voices and help Council better understand Neighbourhood Watch 9 : Café Kahvila gontinues to rowyand thrive

the needs and aspirations of Whitehorse's multicultural communities. Whitehorse and Council. To help bring this vision to life, they worked W grow '
. . . . . o e - closely with Council's Business Support Advisor, & EMEBLIRER EVEROE 10 WSl S Suppert

Council looks forward to working collaboratively with all committee You're invited to drop-in ywi ) . bp ’ this wonderful new business.

members to help create a more connected, inclusive and thriving for a free coffee, raise i fprevides @ eligle pelint o coi@et for jeu

community for everyone. any safety concerns and

contribute to a safer, more

Find out more about Whitehorse's Advisory Committees and the connected community.

important role they play in shaping our community:
whitehorse.vic.gov.au/volunteers

Looking to start or grow your business?
Complete our short questionnaire to
receive expert guidance and support
throughout your journey.

June session

When: Tuesday 30 June,
Now recruiting: Volunteers to help one of our 10am to 12pm
10 Parkland Advisory Committees and 6 Friends
Groups to protect and maintain our beautiful
parks and reserves. They run local working bees
and work in collaboration with Council to improve

Start your journey:
businesswhitehorse.com.au/  [m]xli[u]

Where: Leeroy Cafe, your-business-whitehorse

37 Centre Road, Vermont

local parklands. Read more about environmental July session
volunteering and express your interest in getting When: Tuesday 14 July
involved: whitehorse.vic.gov.au/ 10am to 12pm
environmental-volunteering Where: Norwood Café, Nawgatmg of (ljemograph}c ghange.
Burwood Brickworks , Gain valuable insights, explore
today’s economy emerging trends and join
' the discussion on how to
o _ Cost: Free and tomorrow's .
.. stay future-focused in
BUIldIng a safer Communlty Bookings: Not required. opportunltles a changing environment.
Feeling safe in the places we live, work and spend time matters We are delighted to have Be captivated by Bernard
to everyone. However, a recent community survey found that nationally recognised Salt's memorable and
65% of respondents identified locations across Whitehorse demographer and economic engaging presentation.
where they do not always feel safe. . i commentator Bernard Salt This is a must-attend event!

present on what's next

In response, we are proud to introduce the Whitehorse Community for busi
or business.

Safety Advisory Committee, led by Cr Prue Cutts (Chair) and

Cr Jason Martin, bringing together local representatives from
Victoria Police, Crime Stoppers, Asian Business Association of
Whitehorse, EACH, Eastern Health, DFFH, Rotary Club Box Hill
Burwood, and residents. The Committee will meet 4 times a year
to share knowledge, strengthen partnerships and help create
safer neighbourhoods for everyone.

When: Friday 10 July,
9.30am to 12pm

Explore how current economic Where: The Round, Nunawading
conditions, including inflation, Cost: $49 (includes light

cost of living pressures and refreéhments)

interest rates, are reshaping . . w5y [=]

behaviours across businesses Bookings: Required, - '
and consumers, while considering Pusinesswhitehorse.

the longer-term impact com.au [=] 1

14 June/July 2026 whitehorse.vic.gov.au 15



NEWS IN YOUR LANGUAGE

Italian | Italiano

Riapertura del Box Hill City Oval

Lo stadio Box Hill City Oval ha riaperto al pubblico a maggio, dopo
mesi di importanti lavori di riqualificazione.

Vi invitiamo a venire a scoprire il nuovo impianto. Che vogliate giocare,

assistere ad una partita di football, organizzare il vostro prossimo
evento o semplicemente praticare attivita all'aria aperta, questo spazio
€ aperto a tutti.

Celebriamo i nostri nuovi cittadini

Siamo orgogliosi di aver accolto piu di 500 residenti come nuovi
cittadini australiani nella prima meta di quest'anno. Ogni cerimonia
di cittadinanza ha rispecchiato la ricca identita multiculturale di
Whitehorse.

Congratulazioni a tutti i nuovi cittadini e grazie per aver scelto di fare
di Whitehorse la vostra casa.

Partecipate allo Spring Festival 2026 (il Festival della Primavera 2026)
Sono aperte le richieste di partecipazione per gruppi comunitari,
organizzazioni non-profit ed enti di beneficenza che desiderano
prendere parte al Whitehorse Spring Festival di quest'anno, che si terra
domenica 18 ottobre.

Le domande chiudono domenica 12 luglio.

Per maggiori informazioni e per presentare domanda:
yoursay.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/spring-festival

}t Servizio di interpretariato gratuito

s
Chiama il numero 131 450, indica la lingua che parli
A ¢ e chiedi che ti mettano in contatto con il Consiglio
Comunale di Whitehorse.

Simplified Chinese | f&i{&H13Z

Box Hill City Oval (S #§[EIEk1%) EFHFMK

A B AZENF TIZ, Box Hill City Oval EF EBBEIAKRE
o

BATHBERRBX ERA— Tk, TIRERES 5t
. NERPANDHBIEL, SHRAENVESIRZM, E R R AFER I
SESDIRER, X BEIDERI IR,

EWRENOFHAR

SEFHE, BIIEFHIDRTS5002B2EEMABRAFTH
AR, 8—RNBNAEEIT Whitehorse FEZENZ 7T
X,

BAIAFFEREAREMBIALRRGE, FREMI %R
Whitehorse 1EAZKES

25 Spring Festival 2026 (2026 F &K )

DMIEETX AR, FERBRRESHETRIRS, WIDMMAS
108188 (2HIH) 21789 Whitehorse HEXKH,
RZELEBHEAN7H12H (283H).

MFTEFEHIRZIRR, HIHE:

yoursay.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/spring-festival

M X RBEOFRS

A ¢ BB 131450, SMERIEEHXK, FERESE
Whitehorse i¥%,

Greek | ENAnvika

To Box Hill City Oval avoige §ava

To Box Hill City Oval avol&e §avd yia to kowo tov Mduo, petd amd pnveg
EKTETAPEVWV EPYWV AVAKATACKEUNG.

Yag evBappuvoupe va €pBete kat va Seite to véo yrmedo. Elte mailete
elte urtootnpilete To TOSOODALPO, £lTe PAYVETE Evav XWPO yLd

TNV emépevn ekSMAwOT oag ) amwg BéAete va Spaotnplormotndeite oe
€EWTEPLKO XWPO, ONoL elval euTipOoSeKTOL.

Moptadovtag Toug VEoug pag TIoAiTeg

Me umtepnddvela kahwoopioape epltocdtepoug amd 500 katoikoug
WG véoug AuoTtpalolg TIOALTEG KATd TO TIPWTO €EAKNVO TOU £TOUG,.
Kd&Be teNeTA amoVoprG UTtNKOOTNTAG AVTLKATOTITPLLE TNV TTAoUoLa
TIOAUTIOALTLOHLKT) TauTotnTa tou Whitehorse.

Suyyxaipoupe GAOUC TOUG ATIOSEKTEG UTINKOOTNTAG KAL TOUG EUXAPLOTOUE
Tou emtéAe€av va kavouv to Whitehorse ottitt Ttoug.
Fvete pépog tou Spring Festival (Avol§ldtiko Peotifda) 2026

OL eKENAWOELG eVELaPEPOVTOG EIVaL AQVOLYTEG YLA KOLVOTIKEG OHASEG,
U KEPSOOKOTILKOUG 0pyaviopoUg Kat praavBpwTritkd tdpupata Tou
emBupovV va cuppetdoyouv oto dpetvé Whitehorse Spring Festival,
to omtoio Ba mpaypatorotnBel tnv Kuplakr) 18 Oktwpplou.

O attioelg kAeivouv tnv Kuptakn 12 IouAiou.

MaOete meploootepa Kat uTtofdalete aitnon oto:
yoursay.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/spring-festival

Awpedv uminpeoia Steppnveia
P }t P np PHN S

A ¢ Kahéote to 131 450, avapépeTe T YAWooa TIou UAATE
Kkat {ntRote va ouvsebeite pe to Afpo Whitehorse.

16 June/July 2026

Vietnamese | Tiéng Viét

San van déng bau duc Box Hill City Oval mé& ctra tr& lai

Box Hill City Oval d&@ mé& c(ra tr& lai cho cdng ching vao thang Nam,
sau nhiéu thang cai tao 16n.

Chung téi khuyén khich quy vi dén tham quan san van déng mdéi.

DU quy vi dén chai hay ¢6 vii bong da, tim kiém khong gian cho

su kién ti€p theo clia minh hay chi don gian la mudn van déng ngoai
trdi, tat cd moi ngudi déu dugc chao dén.

Chao mirng nhirng cdng dan méi cta chiing ta

Trong ntra dau nam nay, chiing ta tu hao chao dén hon 500 cu dan
trg thanh céng dan méi ctia Uc. M&i budi 1& trao quéc tich déu phan
&nh ban sac da van héa phong phu ctia Whitehorse.

Chuing toi chic mirng tat cd nhirng nguai nhan quac tich va cdm on
ho da chon Whitehorse lam noi sinh song.

H&y ciing tham gia Spring Festival (L& hdi Mua xuan) 2026

Ban t8 chirc dang m& dang ky tham gia L& hdi mua xuan Whitehorse
nam nay, dién ra vao Chudi nhat ngay 18 thang Mudi, danh cho

c4dc nhém cdng ddng, t6 chirc phi lgi nhudn va té chirc tir thién.

Hb so sé dong vao Chu Nhat, ngay 12 thang Bay.

Tim hi€u thém va ndp hd so:
yoursay.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/spring-festival

P )‘{ Dich vu théng dich mién phi

A ¢  Goiso 131450, cho biét ngdn nglr quy vi néi va yéu cau
dugc két noi véi Hoi dong Thanh phd Whitehorse.

Adopt a Tree program

Thank you for enthusiastically embracing our first Adopt
a Tree program where 80 indigenous trees were adopted

by our community.

The program helps residents access locally grown indigenous
species that are difficult to source commercially. It also
supports Whitehorse's Urban Forest Strategy target to increase
canopy cover to 30% by 2050, enhancing biodiversity by

improving habitat for local wildlife.

Residents shared heartfelt stories about planting trees for
future generations and in memory of loved ones, while many
were eager to learn more about caring for indigenous trees.

Following the strong response, Council plans to expand the
program next year.

Be part of Spring Festival 2026!

Contact Whitehorse City Council

Mail: Whitehorse City Council
Locked Bag 2, Nunawading, VIC 3131

Email: customer.service@Qwhitehorse.vic.gov.au
Website: whitehorse.vic.gov.au

Phone: 9262 6333
NRS: 133 677 then quote 9262 6333

Acknowledgement of Country

Whitehorse City Council acknowledges the
Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people of the Kulin
Nation as the Traditional Owners of the land.
We pay our respects to their Elders past,
present and emerging.

Find out more and apply:
yoursay.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/spring-festival

Expressions of interest are open for community groups,
not-for-profits and charities to join this year's Whitehorse
Spring Festival, taking place on Sunday 18 October.

Spring Festival is a great way to showcase your group,
connect with the community and be part of one of
Whitehorse's biggest events.

Applications close Sunday 12 July.

Cover photo: Lyn and Ray celebrating the first match at
Box Hill City Oval.

Connect with us on social media

Search 'Whitehorse City Council’
or @whitehorsecitycouncil

On WeChat, search ‘Councillors Whitehorse'

Customer service centres

Whitehorse Civic Centre,
379-399 Whitehorse Road, Nunawading
Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm

Box Hill Town Hall,
1022 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill
Tuesday to Friday, 9am to 1pm

Information correct at time of printing: Friday 29 May 2026. This newsletter can be placed in your recycling bin (yellow lid).
Read the latest news updates, event information and online content at whitehorse.vic.gov.au

whitehorse.vic.gov.au
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Meet the Seniors Happy Life Club. This lively
local seniors group has found the secret to
happiness! Offering community connection,
dancing, singing, music and tai chi. The Seniors
Happy Life Club brings our community halls

to life, with members meeting weekly to
perform and connect.

group? Browse our wide range of bookable
venues, from flexible community halls to
unique heritage spaces at Box Hill Town
Hall, sports pavilions with room to
move, or elegant function spaces
at The Round in Nunawading.

Find out more at:
whitehorse.bookable.net.au

Walk in Her Shoes:
an evening exploring
homelessness and
pathways forward

Whitehorse City Council is partnering with
the Council to Homeless Persons to bring

this powerful touring exhibition to Whitehorse.

Did you know that nearly 60% of people who
accessed Victorian homelessness services
last year were women? Walk in Her Shoes
follows the journeys of 3 of these women,
challenging common assumptions about
what homelessness looks like today.

The evening includes an immersive exhibition,
a panel discussion with Aiv Puglielli MP,

Sally Houguet (Liberal candidate for

Box Hill), John Cullen (Salvation Army),
Michelle Thompson (Family Access Network)
and Annerliegh Pappos (Lived Experience
Advocate), and discussion about the

growing impact of homelessness and

the responses needed across the sector.

18 June/July 2026

Do you need a local venue for your community

When: Wednesday 1 July, 6.30pm to 8.30pm
Where: Box Hill Community Arts Centre

Cost: Free, catering is provided.
Registrations required via QR code,
or eventbrite.com.au

The exhibition is on display from
29 June to 5 July 2026.

Council
to Homeless
Parsons

Image: Askolds Petersons,
Josephine Burak — Artist, 2025,
oil on canvas 101 x 76 cm.
Image courtesy and © the artist.

CREATIVE
WHITEHORSE

O B creativewhitehorse.vic.gov.au

SEA WOLVES
HOWL

FRIDAY 12 JUNE,
7.30PM*

SATURDAY 13 JUNE,
1.30PM*

*Q&A POST SHOW

THE

ROUND

ALPHABET
OF AWESOME
SCIENCE

FRIDAY 19 JUNE,

©0

THEROUND.COM.AU

In this striking series of studio portraits, local artist Askolds Petersons
seeks to capture the internal weather of a human life — the quietude
of morning, the weight of memory, or the transformation of age.
Through this work he aims to reveal the essence of his subjects.

Having followed his father into the discipline of architecture, portraiture
became a vehicle for Askolds to free his storytelling through the medium
of oil paint on canvas. With expressive strokes these raw paintings sharpen
our focus of reality — they are a way of seeing the world.

A long-time member of the Whitehorse Arts Association and resident
of Box Hill, Askolds draws inspiration from both the community and the
built environment around him. Askolds Petersons was the successful
recipient of the Whitehorse Artspace EOI call out for local artists to
exhibit at Artspace in 2026.

When: Saturday 30 May to Saturday 18 July,
Tuesday to Friday: 10am to 4pm,
Saturdays: 12pm to 4pm

Where: Whitehorse Artspace, Box Hill Town Hall,
1022 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill

creativewhitehorse.vic.gov.au/whats-on/ (=] ! [=]
askolds-petersons-way-seeing E’
=]

b

GERALDINE ARTERIAL

HICKEY SATURDAY 25 JULY,

8PM*
SATURDAY 11 JULY,
7PM *Q&A POST SHOW

10AM & 1PM

Scan the
QR code
for details

whitehorse.vic.gov.au 19



WHITEHORSE zc;‘;;‘;:
X g Wlnter for details
School Holiday Program

Gear up for awesome school holidays with these fun
and affordable activities across Whitehorse. O

+ Visit our website to view the full program and book: whitehorse.vic.gov.au/school-holidays
o

3D Printing for Kids Toy Swap and Toy Hospital

Design shapes in Exchange pre-loved toys
TinkerCAD and watch for something ‘new’ while
them come to life with avoiding waste, and visit a
3D printing! special Toy Hospital for soft

toys needing repairs.
When: Friday 3 July,

When: Thursday 2 July,
9.30am to 12.30pm

Where: Box Hill 10am to 12pm
Community Arts Centre p Where: Box Hill
Age: 9 to 13 years Community Arts Centre
Cost: $75 * Age: 2to 8years °
Bookings: Required Cost: Free
° x o Bookings: Required + %

Kindy Woodwork - Make a Robot IMAGINE LIVE

Build a wooden robot using
real tools and gain skills
with Hammer & Heart!

When: Wednesday 8 July,
10am to 11.30am

Where: Strathdon House
and Orchard Precinct

Age: 3 to 5 years
Cost: $36
Bookings: Required

See the iconic book,
'Imagine’ performed live
on stage! Spot leopards,
dive with dolphins and
dig up dinosaurs.

When: Thursday 9 July,
10am and 1pm

Where: The Round %
Age: 4+ o
Cost: From $22*
Bookings: Required

Chill Zone Mystery at Schwerkolt Cottage!

Dive in! Jump off the 3m
* board, 1m board, or swing
on the Tarzan rope!

When: Mon-Fri, 12pm to
4pm | Sat-Sun, 1pm to 4pm
Where: Aqualink Box Hill
Age: All ages — families
Cost: Free with regular
pool entry

Bookings: Not required

20 June/July 2026 M

The 1882 prize-winning
wine has gone missing!
Follow the clues, solve
the puzzle, and earn
your certificate.

When: Saturdays and i
Sundays — 27 June to 12 July |
Where: Schwerkolt Cottage
Age: 6 to 12 years

Cost: Free

Bookings: Not required

p




