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Robert Milner
Principal
Rob Milner is a respected strategic and statutory planner and a recognised 
leader of the planning profession in Victoria. He has had a high profile career 
spanning more than 40 years with extended periods of experience working 
for local government and in private practice. His clients have included many 
State government agencies (including planning, community development, 
justice, roads, growth areas and regional development), municipalities 
throughout Victoria, as well as a broad range of corporate and other private 
sector interests. He has a reputation for integrity, objectivity, an original style 
of evidence and for providing clear and fearless advice to proponents and 
objectors; the responsible authority; claimants and government agencies. 
Particular expertise is in complex and controversial projects, gaming matters, 
acquisitions and restrictive covenants.

Areas of Expertise and Experience
•	 Strategic studies, policy 

development and statutory 
implementation

•	 Expert evidence and advocacy

•	 Rob is regularly retained to 
provide expert evidence to 
courts, panels and tribunals 
on the broadest range of land 
use and development planning 
issues. He is able to evaluate 
and form a robust opinion on 
complex matters quickly and 
has a capacity to mange a 
considerable body of work in 
an efficient and timely manner.
Rob is also an acknowledged 
advocate and negotiator 
and is regularly engaged in 
development approval and 
rezoning projects where process 
and relationships need to be 
carefully nurtured to ensure a 
viable and timely outcome.  
Legislative and planning scheme 
reviews and amendments

•	 Gaming policy and applications

•	 Restrictive Covenants

•	 Acquisition and compensation

•	 Organisation audits and process 
reviews 

Rob's ability to communicate 
effectively among a broad 
range of stakeholders means 
that he is regularly engaged to 
facilitate workshops, conferences, 
consultation and other situations 

where leadership and engagement 
of groups is required. 

He has committed to ‘giving back’ 
to a profession that has provided 
him with a rewarding career. As well 
as contributing to the development 
of the Planning Institute of Australia 
he has acted over the last two 
decades in the capacity of mentor 
for many younger planners. 
Additionally, he regularly attends 
and gives papers at professional 
development forums. 

Associations
•	 Life Fellow Planning Institute of 

Australia (PIA)

•	 Fellow of the Victoria Planning 
and Environmental Law 
Association (VPELA)

•	 Former State and National 
President of the Planning 
Institute of Australia (PIA)

•	 Member, Planning and Local 
Government Advisory Council  
(1994 – 1999)

•	 Deputy Chairman, Future 
Farming Expert Advisory Group 
(2009)

Principal
kinetica                              
Melbourne, Australia                   
2019 – present

Director
10 Consulting Group Pty Ltd 
Melbourne, Australia 
2010 - 2019 

General Manager - Planning
CPG Australia Pty Ltd       
1999 - 2010

Director 
Rob Milner Planning Pty Ltd & 
Savage Milner 
1994 - 1999

Project Director 
Collie Planning and Development 
1991 - 1994

General Manager Town Planning 
Jones Lang Wootton      
1988 - 1991

City Planner 
City of Box Hill  
1980 - 1988

Planner 
Perrott Lyon Mathieson Architects 
and Planners  
1977 - 1980

Planner 
Kirklees Metropolitan Borough 
Council, United Kingdom 
1976 - 1977 

Diploma in Town and Country 
Planning (First Class Honours)
Liverpool Polytechnic





14/10/2014
C160

SCHEDULE 5 TO CLAUSE 32.08 GENERAL RESIDENTIAL ZONE
Shown on the planning scheme map as GRZ5.

GENERAL RESIDENTIAL

1.0
14/10/2014
C160

Permit requirement for the construction or extension of one dwelling on a lot

Is a permit required to construct or extend one dwelling on a lot of between 300 square metres and
500 square metres?

None specified

2.0
14/10/2014
C160

Requirements of Clause 54 and Clause 55

RequirementStandard

None specifiedA3 and B6Minimum street setback

None specifiedA5 and B8Site coverage

None specifiedA6 and B9Permeability

None specifiedB13Landscaping

None specifiedA10 and B17Side and rear setbacks

None specifiedA11 and B18Walls on boundaries

None specifiedA17Private open space

None specifiedB28

None specifiedA20 and B32Front fence height

3.0
14/10/2014
C160

Maximum building height requirement for a dwelling or residential building
None specified

4.0
14/10/2014
C160

Application requirements
None specified

5.0
14/10/2014
C160

Decision guidelines
None specified

WHITEHORSE PLANNING SCHEME
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12/11/2015
C174

SCHEDULE 3 TO CLAUSE 32.09 NEIGHBOURHOOD RESIDENTIAL ZONE
Shown on the planning scheme map as NRZ3.

TRADITIONAL BUSH SUBURBAN AREAS

1.0
12/11/2015
C174

Minimum subdivision area
None specified.

2.0
12/11/2015
C174

Permit requirement for the construction or extension of one dwelling on a lot

Requirement

500 square metresPermit requirement for the construction or extension of one
dwelling on a lot

500 square metresPermit requirement to construct or extend a front fence within
3 metres of a street on a lot

3.0
20/01/2022
VC205

Requirements of Clause 54 and Clause 55

RequirementStandard

None specifiedA3 and B6Minimum street
setback

Maximum 40%A5 and B8Site coverage

Minimum 40%A6 and B9Permeability

Provision of at least two canopy trees per dwelling that have the
potential of reaching a minimum mature height of 12 metres. At least
one of those trees should be in the secluded private open space of
the dwelling. The species of canopy trees should be native, preferably
indigenous.

B13Landscaping

A new building not on or within 200mm of a boundary should be set
back 1 metre from the side boundary, 3 metres on the other side
boundary and 5 metres from the rear boundary, plus 0.3 metres for
every metre of height over 3.6 metres up to 6.9 metres, plus 1 metre
for every metre of height over 6.9 metres.

A10 and B17Side and rear
setbacks

No walls to be constructed on boundaries.A11 and B18Walls on
boundaries

A dwelling should have private open space consisting of an area of
80 square metres or 20 per cent of the area of the lot, whichever is
the lesser, but not less than 40 square metres. At least one part of

A17Private open
space

the private open space should consist of secluded private open space
with a minimum area of 35 square metres and a minimum dimension
of 5 metres and convenient access from a living room. It cannot
include a balcony or roof top terrace.

A dwelling or residential building should have private open space
consisting of and area of 40 square metres, with one part of the private
open space at the side or rear of the dwelling or residential building

B28

within a minimum area of 35 square metres, a minimum dimension
of 5 metres and convenient access from a living room. It cannot
include a balcony or roof top terrace.

A front fence within 3 metres of a street should not exceed 1 metre
in ‘other streets’.

A20 and B32Front fence
height

Front fence height in streets in a Transport Zone 2 or a Transport
Zone 3 should not exceed 1.8 metres.

Page 1 of 2
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4.0
12/11/2015
C174

Number of dwellings on a lot
None specified.

5.0
12/11/2015
C174

Maximum building height requirement for a dwelling or residential building
None specified.

6.0
12/11/2015
C174

Application requirements
The following application requirements apply to an application for a permit under clause 32.09,
in addition to those specified in clause 32.09 and elsewhere in the scheme:

Plans showing existing vegetation and any trees proposed to be removed.

Plans showing proposed landscaping works and planting including tree species and mature
height.

7.0
12/11/2015
C174

Decision guidelines
The following decision guidelines apply to an application for a permit under clause 32.09, in
addition to those specified in clause 32.09 and elsewhere in the scheme:

Whether the vegetation in the street setback will contribute to the preferred neighbourhood
character and the public realm.

The potential for trees and vegetation to be provided between dwellings on the same site.

Whether there is sufficient permeable space that is not encumbered by an easement to enable
the planting of canopy trees.

Development should provide for the retention and/or planting of trees, where these are part of
the character of the neighbourhood.
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